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Another characteristic ratio is that of the column to the
intercolumniation. Here also various considerations deter-
mined whether the intercolumniations should be relatively
wide or narrow. For example, the colonnades of the mar-
ket-place were much more widely spaced than those of the
temples. Colonnades of wood permitted of wider interco-
lumniation than those of stone. Those of friable stone
were at first more closely set than was necessary. Kolde-
wey * has shown that both in Sicily and southern Italy there
was a constant tendency in the archaic period to widen the
intercolumniation, and in the classic period a taste for more
closely spaced columns. Vitruvius2 preserves to us the
names of several ratios of this sort derived from late Greek
writers. The ratio was called pyknostyle (jrvKv6<rrv\o^)
when the intercolumniations measured one and one-half
times the lower diameter of the column, systyle (ViWvXo?)
when two diameters, eustyle (eiWuXo?) when they reached
two and a quarter diameters, diastyle (SiaoruXos) when
three diameters, and araiostyle (apatocrruXo?) when more
than three diameters. These proportions show a taste
for wider intercolumniations than were favored in ear-
lier days. Judged by this standard the Parthenon inter-
columniations would be too narrow to be classed even
as pyknostyle.

It may be further noticed that not merely the linear
ratio of column diameter to intercolumniation, but the
ratio of intercolumniation to column height was an im-
portant factor in Greek proportions. In other words the
relation of mass to void was considered. Experience
proved that, when very wide intercolumniations were
used, correspondingly heavy columns should be employed.

* Koldewey und Puchstein, 230*                          2 Vitruvius, III, 3.